The Queen and I (Sue Townsend)


1. Uneasy lies the head
	To yawn
	Bailler 

	To display
	Afficher 

	sharp
	Tranchant 

	The liver
	Le foie

	To stroke
	Caresser 

	To bark
	Aboyer 

	To jerk 
	Secouer 

	The screen
	L’écran

	For a while
	Pendant un moment

	To flail 
	Battre l’air

	To gabble
	Bafouiller 

	The accuracy
	L’exactitude

	The poll
	Le sondage

	A clipping
	Une coupure de presse

	Hot-footing
	

	To grumble
	Maugréer 

	The throat
	La gorge

	To waddle over
	Se dandiner

	Crisp
	

	The pillow
	Le coussin, l’oreiller

	To pat 
	Flatter, tapoter

	To whisper
	Chuchoter 

	To overtake
	Surprendre 

	A nightmare
	Un cauchemar


Questions

1. Who are the characters presented in this chapter?

2. When does the story take place?
3. What is the event taking place (on TV and in the country?)

Answers

1. The Queen (of England), her dog (Harris) and the Prince Philipp her husband is mentioned. 
2. Thursday 9 April 1992

3. Election night

2. A Breath of air

	To wince
	Tressaillir, grimacer

	To ground his cigarette out
	Écraser sa cigarette par terre

	Silk
	Soie 

	The rug
	Le tapis

	Faint
	Pale, à peine visible

	To gurgle
	Glouglouter, gargouiller

	The nine times table
	La table de neuf

	To bend down
	Se baisser

	The stub
	Le mégot

	To slip
	Glisser 

	suitable
	Adequate, approprié

	A fag
	Une clope

	Half 
	À demi

	Periwinkle
	Pervenche 

	A knot
	Un noeud

	To manage
	Gérer

	The stairs
	Les escaliers

	To nip in
	Entrer en courant

	To starve
	Mourrir de faim

	To enquire
	Demander

	To fiddle
	Tripoter

	To load
	Charger

	Shyly 
	Timidement 

	Bare 
	Dépouillé 

	At least
	 Au moins

	The shambles
	Confusion, désastre

	In a state of shock
	En état de choc

	To cheer
	1. Remonter le moral  2. applaudir

	Alongside 
	Aux côtés de

	The crowd
	La foule

	Reluctantly
	A contrecoeur

	To concede defeat
	S’avouer vaincu

	To wave
	Saluer de la main

	Disgruntled
	Mécontent, de mauvaise humeur

	To be at the races
	Être à leurs trousses

	Surly
	Revêche, maussade

	Plain
	Clair 

	helpfully
	Pour render service

	A growl
	Un grognement, un grondement

	To grumble
	Maugréer 

	To prod awake
	Pousser pour réveiller

	To roar
	Hurler, pousser de grands cris

	A blade of grass
	Un brin d’herbe

	A stern parent
	Un parent sévère

	The boos
	

	The catcall
	Un sifflet

	To frown
	Froncer les sourcils

	Bulky 
	Volumineux, encombrant

	Scrambling
	Grimper 

	The resentment
	Le ressentiment

	The infant school
	L’école maternelle

	The straw
	La paille

	The blind
	Le store, le paravent

	Ought to
	Devoir 

	To rub
	Frotter 

	Class ridden
	Tourmenté par les classes?

	To strangle
	Étrangler, museler

	Merely 
	Simplement

	The rubbish
	Les bêtises, les inepties

	Semi-detached
	Semi-mitoyenne

	The cupboard
	L’armoire

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Questions

1. Who are the characters mentioned in this chapter?

2. Make a short summary of what happens in this chapter.

Answers

1. The queen; Jack Barker (founder and leader of the people’s Republican party) and six men and six women who came there to witness the event; Prince Charles: Princess Margaret; Diana; Princess Ann (daughter of Philip and the Queen)
2. Jack and his witnesses came to tell to the Royal Family that they were not Queen and royal family anymore and that they had to leave Buckingham palace. They were given a new address and they had 2 days to move to their new house.

3. Never so humble
	The dusk 
	Le crépuscule

	The van
	Le van, le petit camion

	sanily
	

	Grimly
	D’un air sévère, avec détermination

	The gloom
	L’obscurité ; la mélancolie

	To bear – bore - born
	Porter 

	The grudge
	La rancune

	To be boarded
	Etre fermé par un panneau

	A nail
	Un clou

	To straighten
	Redresser 

	mean
	Avare, mesquin

	The overalls
	La salopette

	concrete
	Le béton

	The fluff
	La peluche, le duvet

	To grawp
	

	To bother
	

	To bang doors
	Claquer des portes

	To clutch
	

	The thought
	La pensée

	To shudder
	frissonner

	
	

	
	

	
	


Question: How do the different characters feel about their new life?

Answer: 

The Queen doesn’t seem quite happy but she shows nothing,  she is proud and stubborn.

Prince Philip doesn’t want to move in the new house

Princess Diana shudders: so she’s not that happy

Prince Charles is the only one to be happy: here life is going to be simple.
4. Poshos

	To flicker
	Danser, trembloter

	whole
	entier

	The council estate
	Cite de lodgements sociaux (HLM)

	 bunting
	banderoles

	To cheer
	Applauder, acclamer

	Alight
	allumé

	Posy
	Petit bouquet de fleurs

	A frock
	Une robe

	Tongue-tied
	muet

	Odd
	Bizarre, étrange

	Dreadful
	Affreux, atroce

	The par
	L’égalité

	To stink-stank-stank
	Puer

	The tyre
	Le pneu

	To drift
	Aller à la dérive

	Sluggishly
	Lentement, mollement

	The rooftop
	Le faîte du toit

	Ravenous
	vorace

	to blare
	Faire retentir

	Stiletto
	Talon aiguille

	outdated
	Démodé

	Toddler
	Tout petit, bambin

	To yank
	Tirer un coup sec

	To remind
	Rappeler

	A witch
	Une sorcière

	To beg
	Demander, mendier

	The novelty
	La nouveauté

	The journey
	Le voyage

	dirty
	Sale

	silly
	Bête, idiot

	To frown
	Froncer les sourcils

	Creosoted
	créosoter

	The fence
	La cloture

	To collapse
	S’effondrer

	To shriek
	Hurler, crier

	Splintered
	Fendu, brisé

	To bend-bent-bent
	Se pencher

	The wreckage
	Le naufrage

	To whimper
	Gémir, pleurnicher

	To boot
	Donner des coups de pieds

	A stench
	Puanteur  nauséabonde

	To switch on
	Allumer

	To beckon
	Faire signe

	The scrum
	La mêlée

	A proof
	Une preuve

	The ear
	L’oreille

	accostumed
	Accoutumé

	Posh
	Select, chic

	To peer
	Regarder qqn

	The gloom
	L’obscurité

	To shit
	Chier

	The mongrel
	Le bâtard

	A glow
	Un rougeoiement

	To snap
	Casser net

	To squeeze
	Écraser

	A ditch
	Un fossé

	A loony
	Un timbre, un cinglé

	Sodding
	Foutu, putain de

	A turd
	Un con

	An axe
	Une hache

	To borrow
	Emprunter

	To chop wood
	Couper de bois

	Moron
	Crétin, débile

	To curtsy
	Faire une révérence

	Clumsily
	Gauchement, maladroitement

	To reel back
	Reculer en chancelant

	To clutch 
	Se cramponner à

	slightly
	Légèrement

	comforted
	Réconforté

	To prise
	Enlever en faisant levier

	Ludicrously
	ridiculement

	A wendy house
	Une maison miniature pour enfants

	To stomp up the stairs
	Monter les escaliers

	To faff about with something
	Glandouiller

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Questions

5. Kitchen Cabinet

	To jiggle
	Secouer légèrement

	The elbow
	Le coude

	Handsome
	beau

	The feature
	La caractéristique

	The sleeves
	Les manches

	To enhance
	Metre en valeur

	The civil servant
	Le fonctionnaire

	The autocue
	Le téléprompteur

	Stilted
	guindé

	To raise
	Lever

	To abolish
	Abolir

	amongst
	Parmi

	To ingratiate
	Se faire bien voir, se mettre dans les bonnes grâces

	afresaid
	susmentionné

	To threaten
	Menacer

	The harm
	Le tort

	The proceeds
	Le montant des recettes

	The housing stock
	Le parc de logement

	To sound
	Avoir l’air (voix)

	Poncy
	snob

	To pile
	Empiler

	The draft
	L’avant-projet

	To spew
	Dégueuler, vomir

	The ansafone
	

	A background noise
	Un bruit de fond

	despite
	Malgré

	To be thrilled
	Être aux anges

	The drawl
	Voix trainante

	To flood out
	innonder

	A dam
	Une digue

	To heave oneself off
	Se lever avec effort

	To drag
	Tirer, trainer

	
	

	
	 

	
	


Questions

1.  Explain the title of the chapter. Why is the queen surprised?

2. What are the different elements of the speech of Jack ?

Answers

1. Because the Prime Ministerial broadcast takes place in the kitchen of Buckingham Palace

2. that the royal family should be considered as any other family and the jewels are going to be sold to earn money.

6. Bisecting the Sofa

	Tiny 
	Minuscule

	A mate
	Un camarade

	The rug
	La carpette

	To stack
	Empiler, entasser

	To wear-wore-worn
	Utiliser

	A quid
	Une livre sterling

	The fitting
	Le placement

	The steering wheel
	Le Volant

	To retire
	Se retirer

	The nightgown
	La chemise de nuit

	The tray
	Le plateau

	Exhausted 
	Épuisé

	To slice
	Couper, trancher

	The mongrel
	Le bâtard

	The war
	La guerre

	To knock on a door
	Frapper à une porte

	He gulped
	Sa gorge s’est serrée

	Unwieldy
	Difficile à manier, peu maniable

	Sheer
	Pur, totalement

	A mattress
	Un matelas

	To shudder
	Frémir, frissonner

	The sash window
	La fenêtre à guillotine

	The tile
	Le carreau, le pave

	To dread
	Redouter, appréhender

	To share
	Partager

	To gaze
	Regarder fixemment

	To glow
	rougeoyer

	Bare 
	Nu

	Woven (to weave-wove-woven
	tisser

	A hiccup of history
	Un rate de l’histoire

	unaccustomed
	Pas habitué

	To nip 
	Aller vite

	The noise
	Le bruit

	To fall apart
	Tomber en morceau

	The nail
	Le clou

	crowded
	Bondé, chargé

	awkward
	Bizarre

	To squeeze
	Se faufiler

	
	

	
	


Questions

7. What are the problems met by the royal family?

The Queen goes for a walk. Can she go far away? Why? Explain .

7. Little Treasures

	Yeoman of the Silver Plate
	Hallebardier du trésor

	To scrutinize
	Examiner

	Fine-bone face
	Visage fin

	Lash
	Coup de fouet

	shelter
	Abri

	To stifle
	Étouffer, suffoquer

	A yawn
	Un baillement

	Daft 
	cinglé

	Gaiter
	guêtre

	Buckles
	boucles

	Glitz
	faste

	Waistcoat
	Gilet

	Sun-bed
	Lit solaire

	steel
	Acier

	Intricate
	complexe

	The sheeting
	Feuille, drap

	An array
	Une assemblée

	To mutter
	marmonner

	Huffily
	Avec mauvaise humeur

	A bugger
	Un pédéraste

	To get one’s drift
	Comprendre ou qqn veut en venir

	A scabbard
	Une gaine, un fourreau

	To turn down
	Diminuer, réduire

	Dew
	rosée

	Lawn
	pelouse

	To greet
	saluer

	
	


Questions
Where is Jack?

What is he doing?

How much is it worth?

8. Client Resistant
	To scrabble
	Grater, chercher à tatons

	Raw
	cru

	A heap
	Un tas

	The mist
	La brume

	To pound
	pilloner

	To lick
	Lecher

	As though
	Comme si

	Kidney-shaped
	En forme de rein

	To pull
	Tirer

	meanwhile
	Pendant ce temps

	folks
	Gens

	The file
	Le dossier

	To scrape
	Gratter

	To withdraw
	Se retirer

	The windscreen
	Le pare-brise

	To stray off
	S’écarter

	A dewdrop
	La goutte au nez

	The set of hair
	La mise en pli

	To tie
	Nouer

	The deft fingers
	Les doigts habiles

	To have a terrific sense of achievement
	To be very proud 

	Proud
	fier

	To be baffled
	Être déconcerté

	The heat
	La chaleur

	At least
	Au moins

	To placate
	Calmer, apaiser

	To resent
	Être contrarié

	To be struck
	Être frappé

	To stir
	remuer

	A sentry
	Une sentinelle

	To fumble
	tâtonner

	The tin
	La boite de conserve

	To leap
	Sauter

	To shiver
	frissonner

	Road hog
	chauffard

	To clutter
	encombrer

	Pantechnicon
	Grand camion de déménagement

	To deny
	Refuser

	laughter
	Rire

	A doll
	Une poupée

	rubber
	Caoutchouc

	A scowl
	Un air de mauvaise humeur

	wise
	Sage

	To dread
	Redouter, appréhender

	To stammer
	bégayer

	To scowl
	Se renfrogner

	To outlaw
	Mettre hors la loi

	A swish of the curtain
	Un bruissement des tentures

	The lid
	Le couvercle

	To endeavour
	S’efforcer

	To vow
	Faire un voeu

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


9. Faux-Pas
	To reek
	Puer, empester

	To fidget
	Remuer, gigoter

	To tug on their skirt
	Tirer sur leur jupe

	Gerrout = get out
	Sortir

	A bloke
	Un type, un mec

	Cap (I’ve set me cap at)
	Jeter son dévolu sur

	lipstick
	Rouge à lèvres

	The fence
	La cloture

	A shudder
	Un frisson, un frémissement

	The jaw
	La joue

	Cun’t = couldn’t
	

	To blush
	Rougir

	To glower
	Lancer des regards mauvais

	To catcall
	siffler

	To whistle
	Siffler

	To cough
	Tousser

	To bustle
	S’affairer, s’agiter

	Wrinckled
	ridé

	To sneer
	Ricaner, sourire d’un air méprisant

	To grapple
	Lutter avec

	Pulses
	Les battements, les pulsations

	The chin
	Le menton

	To wobble
	Trembler, vaciller

	The bulb
	L’ampoule

	Pampered
	Dorlotter, bichonner

	Placated
	Calmé, apaisé

	To take the hint
	Comprendre vite

	The cockroaches
	Les cafards, les blattes

	To shift gear
	Changer les vitesses

	Ought to
	Devrait

	In the flesh
	En vrai

	Love at first sight
	Coup de foudre

	To induce
	Persuader, inciter

	To subdue
	Subjuguer, assujettir, atténuer

	To long for
	attendre

	Damp
	Humide

	To warp
	Pervertir, fausser

	Knackered
	Éreinté

	To rummage
	Fouiller partout

	To rear
	élever

	To sweep up
	Bilayer

	To be born in wedlock
	Être un enfant légitime

	In earnest
	Sérieusement, sans rire

	shy
	Gêné, timide

	To disturb
	perturber

	To rely on
	Se reposer sur

	To bristle
	Se hérisser

	A slaughterer
	Un boucher

	The tool box
	La boite à outils

	To wipe one’s bums
	S’essuyer le derrière
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